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THE  CASE  OF  KAIEN  ISLAND 
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A  "  BAND  OF  ADVENTURERS  " 


(The  Colonlgt,  March  11,  1900.) 
If  we  eliminate    from    the    minority 
report  of     the    Kaicn    Island  iiivestiifa- 
tion  the  extraneous  matter  in  the  form 
of    assumptions    and    inferences     which 
has  been  imported  into  the  findings,  we 
"hall   find    left   practically    what   forms 
the  substance  of  the  mam  report  present- 
ed to  the  legislature.       We  propose  to 
deal  at  length  and  in  detail   with  the 
Kaien  Island  matter,  in  order  that  the 
public  may  not  be  confused  or  deceived 
by     the    glamor    of    misrepresentation 
thrown  about  it,  both  in  the  legislative 
assembly  and  in  the  press  by  clever  but 
unscrupulous  politicians  and  journalists 
By  "clever-  we  mean  the  skilful  methods 
by  which  they  have  developed  an  atmos- 
phere  of  suspicion  and  wrong-doing  about 
a  transaction  concerning  which,  from  first 
to  last,  so  far  as  the  government  is  con- 
cerned, there  is  not  a  circ.iinstnnee  which 
will   not   bear  the  light   of  ,lav.       The 
ground  traversed  is  too  extensive  to  deal 
satisfactorily  with  in  one  issue,  and  we 
propose  to  consider  but  one  phase  of  it 
this  morning. 

The  e.Kpression.  "a  band  of  adventur- 
ers (male  and  female),"  wliich   was  in- 
troduced into  the  report  for  the  purpose 
Of  creating  an  impression  not  warranted 
by     facts,    defeated    the     purpose     the 
framers     of  the   report    had   in     view 
assuming  for  the  sake  of  argument  that 
they  had  the  desire  to  present  a  view  of 
the  case  that  appealed  honestly  to  them- 
selves.    A  select  committee  is  essentially 
a   judicial  body,   and   the  fact  that   the 
leader  of  the  opposition  is  a  legal  gentle- 
man of  acknowledged  standing,  with  pos- 
sibly judicial   aspirations,     should   have 
suggested  to  him  the  inadvisabiiity,  not 
to  speak  of  the  unfairness,  of  departing 
from  judicial  methods.     In  this  instance 
he   undoubtedly   yielded  to   the  tempta- 
tion of  discarding  the  mantle  of  the  just 
judge  for  the  garb  ot  the  reckless  poli- 
tician.   The  use  of  the  expression  is  re- 
sponsible for  the  bitterness  displayed  in 
the  debate  on  the  pdoption  of  the  report 


of  the  committee  and  the  lack  of  dignity 
that  characterijsed  some  phasei  of  the 
discussion.  It  was  an  expreuion  that 
rendered  impossible  ofifidal  record  of  the 
minority  report  without  the  moat  em- 
phatic protest;  and  if  at  times  that  pro- 
test assumed  a  character  that  was  dis- 
tasteful to  the  authors,  and  unusual  In 
a  deliberate  assembly,  the  onus  rests 
upon  the  latter. 

WHO  ARE  ADVENTURERS? 
When  we  come  to  consider  carefully 
who  are  "adventurers"  in  this  countrv 
and  who  are  not,  it  would  be  difficult 
to  draw  a  line  of  demarcation  that 
would  exclude  a  great  many  gentlemen 
in  public  life— we  shall  refrain  from 
firagging  the  female  portion  of  the  com- 
munity into  this  discussion— from  a 
classification  that  was  intended  to  have 
an  application  solely  to  members  seated 
on  the  government  benches  and  those 
who  have  at  various  times  been  asso- 
ciated  with  them  in  a  business  and  po- 
litical way. 

Tile  ancient  and  honorable  Hudson's 
Bay    Company    was    once    described    in 
royal  charter  as  a  "company  of  adven- 
turers    trading  in  the  vicinity  of  Hud- 
son   Bay.      This      company     included 
among  .ts  members  royalty  itself.   That 
fact  m  itself  might  not  have  added  to 
the  business  standing  or  moral  worth  of 
tlie   corporation  in  question  —  because 
Prince  Rupert,  the  first  governor,  though 
a  brave  and  dashing  officer,  would  not  be 
selected   as  an  ideal  for  Sunday  school 
purposes— hut  it  goes  to  show  that  "ad- 
venturers"   sometimes    mingle   in      very 
"good"  society.     The  term  was,  at  least. 
not  once   considered   as   necessarily  one 
implying  disgrace.       Columbus  was     an 
adventurer,  so  was  Drake,  so  was  Crom- 
well, so  were  the  Pilgrim  Fathers.     Of 
later  years  adventurers  have  come  to  be 
regarded      as    including    a    variety     of 
classes  of  men   and   women  —  pirates 
brigands,  fortune  hunters,  social  riffraff' 
who  hang  upon  the  skirts  of  polite  so- 
ciety awaiting  the  favorable  opportunity 
to   exploit   it,   marauders   of  the   public 
domain,    "bunco-steerers,"   reckless  rail- 
way   and   company    promoters,    bonus- 


aeeken,  gamblen,  litterateurs  of  the 
Col.  Mann  clau,  who  hold  up  wealth/ 
men  and  corporations,  blackmailers, 
political  "go-betweens,"  boodlers,  graft- 
ers, and,  generally,  the  flotsam  and 
Jestsam  who  drift  hither  and  thither  on 
the  bosom  of  humanity's  sea,  nourished 
at  the  expense  of  the  body  politic,  the 
creatures  of  chance,  sometimes  buffeted 
by  wind  and  wave,  sometimes  basking 
under  sunny  skies,  sometimes  making  a 
■afe  harbor,  but  eventually,  iv  *he  great 
majority  of  cases,  piled  up  .t  debris 
among  the  social  wreckage  that  for  ages 
has  strewn  the  rocky     .asts  of  life. 

Who  are  "adventurers"  and  who  are 
not  adventurers,  according  to  the  details 
of  this   miscellaneous   catalogue?     Who 
among   us    have    not  sinned?     Let  him 
cast  the  first  stone  at  his  neighbor.    We 
shall,  of  course,  exclude  from  consitlora- 
tion  the  "unco  guid"  and  spotless  leader 
of   the  opposition;   but     are  there   not 
many  among  the  ranks  of  his  supporters 
to  whom  we  might  not  apply  some  of  the 
attributes   of  some  of   the  adventurous 
class,  who  seek  fortune  in  the  bold  game 
of    ch.ince?    Are    there    not   some   who 
have  been  tempted   to  cast  their  sheet 
anchor  adrift  nt  times,  to  drift  with  the 
unattached    moral,    social   and    political 
derelicts?    Are  there  not  some  who  have 
dallied  with  the  temptress— iFate? 

In    British    Columbia    politics  —  in 
Canadian    politics— it    is  treading   upon 
<1angerou8  grounds  to  enqure  too  closely 
into  the  earmarks  of  the  "adventurer," 
of  the  male  persuasion.     It  is  ungallant 
to    dra^  into    our    generalizatilons    the 
female  population.     In  the  ordinary  ac- 
ceptation of   the  term  we  associate   "a 
band  of  adventurers"  with  wolves,  ma- 
rauders  and   social  outcasts.       It  is   a 
name  that  a  Christian  gentleman  would 
not  apply  to  those  with  whom,  in  ordinary 
business  and  social  intercourse,  lie  came 
into  contact.     An   "adventurer,"   in  the 
sense  in  which  it  was  used,  is  a  person 
for   whom  the  honorable   leader  of  the 
opposition  would  not  be  retained  in  his 
legal  profession,  a  person  whom  he  would 
not  invite  to  his  house,  with  whom  he 
would   not     professionally  have     inter- 


course, whom  he  would  not  meet  at  t 
club— that  is,  if  he  be  as  particular  to 
practice  as  his  alleged  precepts  wonhl 
Imply. 

GRATUITOUSLY    INSULTINO    AND 
UNFAIR. 
"A  band  of  adventurers"  —  consider- 
ing the  designation  as  entirely  confined 
to  men  —  ig  a  hard  name  to  use  about 
other  men  in  any  walk  of  life.     If  tha 
expression  is  intended  to  convey  all  It 
really  signifies,  it  would,  if  properly  ap- 
plied, exclude  those  to  whom  it  refers 
from  all  courteous  consideration  at  the 
hands  of   the   community.     If   properly 
applied  in  this  case,  it  places  a  stigma 
upon   the   names  of  the  gentlemen— we 
mean   the    persons— in    question,    which 
it    would    take  years  to    blot    out.        It 
would  place  the  seal  of  political  infamy 
upon  their  careers.     It  would     ostracize 
them    from   political    as    well    as    from 
polite  circles     for    evermore.       If     Mr. 
Macdonald  has  weighed  well  his  words 
—and  his  friends  point  to  his  fitness  to 
wear  the  ermine  of  the  bench— he  must 
realize  the  import  of  every  syllable  of 
the  expression   he  has   placed   upon   of- 
ficial record.     If  Mr.  Macdonald  met  Mr. 
Larsen  tomorrow,  could  he  shake  hands 
with   him   and   say   "I'm    glad   to   meet 
.vou"?    If  Mr.  Larsen  should  not  recover 
from  his  serious  illness,  could  the  leader 
of  the  opposition   rest  easy   in  his  con- 
science— assuming   that  he  is  sensitive  in 
that  respect — when  those  burning  words 
on  the  official  records — "a   band  of  ad- 
venturers   (male    and    female)"— appear 
before  him?     Would  he  not  in  his  silent 
moments,   in  the   periods  of  solemn   re- 
flection, give  a  right  hand  if  they  could 
be  erased  and  he  could  forget  th»m? 

Words  are  serious  things,  especially 
when  they  go  down  in  the  official  ar- 
chives as  the  deliberate  and  premeditated 
opinions  expressed  regarding  our  fellow 
men. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  these  words 
are  not  property  applied  to  each  of  the 
persons  to  whom  they  refer — as  we 
believe,  as  differentiating  them  from  the 
ordinary  run  of  men  in  public  or  busi- 
ness life,  they  do  not— then  Mr.  Macdon- 


aid  and  Mr.  PatarwD,  of  conrae.  ar» 
Kiiiltjr  of  having,  under  cover  of  par- 
liamentary privilege,  deliberately  de- 
famed these  gentlemen,- and  Laving  gone 
out  of  the  ordinary  course  of  their  pollt- 
itnl  duties— and  nnnecessarlly  and  cruel- 
ly—libeled  them. 

A-  great  many  persons,  who  might 
have  agreed,  or  who,  perhaps,  do  not 
agree,  with  the  findings  of  the  minority 
of  the  Kaien  Island  select  committee, 
will  not  sympathize  with  the  use  of  lan- 
guage gratuitously  and  unwarrantably 
harsh  and  offensive. 

The  public  is  fair  as  a  rule,  and  It 
will  condemn  In  particular  the  addition 
of  the  words  in  brackets,  "male  and 
female."  British  fair  piny  always  con- 
demns an  attack  upon  women  by  men. 
It  Is  not  considered  manly.  Women  may 
tear  each  other's  hair  and  spit  at  each 
other  and  call  each  other  names;  but  the 
hand  and  voice  of  man  are  stayed  by 
common  consent. 


HITTING    BELOW    THE   BELT. 

There  is   no   need   to   go   behind  the 
l)U8h  to  say  that  Mrs.  James  Anderson 
is   the    woman    intended    by    the    term 
'female."     Mr.    Macdonald    will   hardly 
deny  that.     Now,  in  the  report  of  the 
evidence  there  is  not  a  particle  of  evi- 
dence to   show  that  she  had   anything 
to  do  with,  or  even  knew  of,  the  details. 
The  evidence  ...  all  to  the  contrary,  in 
fact.     In  the  report  of  the  minority  her 
influence   or   her   participation    are    not 
iilIcKed    except    in    the    one   defamatory 
expression— "male   and    female."       Her 
name  was  only  introduced  in  cross-exam- 
ination by  the  leader  of  the  opposition 
to  do  damage  by  inference  to  the  govem- 
nient— an  artful  trick  of  the  man  learn- 
ed in  the  law,  calculated  to  tickle  the 
suggestive   fancy   of  the  gods,   and  the 
n-ide-open   propensities    of   gossips,    but 
'lespised   by  those   whose  spirit  of  fair 
play  will  not  tolerate  hitting  an  opponent 
below  the  belt.     Unless  the  gentlemanly 
minority  of  that  committee  .ire  prepared 
in  an  open  and  manly  fashion  to  allege 
nn  improper  or  any  association  of  Mrs. 
Anderson    with    the    transaction   which 


was  the  subject  of  enquiry,  they  had 
better  bad  never  attempted  to  deal  in 
suggestions  or  Inferences.  It  is  the  nu 
of  weapons  forbidden  in  the  code  of 
honor  among  gentlemen  In  political  or 
other  warfare. 

THE  INVESTI6ATI0N  CONSIDERED 

The  Colonist.  March  13,  1900.) 
In  dealing  with  this  question  in  ii 
oomprehenalvo  way,  we  propose  to 
follow  the  lines  laid  down  by 
the  leader  of  the  oppo«iti.,n  and  con- 
sider his  prteeentatlon  <)f  the  case  8tf»p 
by  step.  We  propoee  to  anow  from  tho 
evidence  that  his  premises  are  wrooy 
nnd  his  conclusions  wrong  and  mislead- 
int;. 

Since    the     McBride     administration 
caHie  into   power  the     opposition   have 
met   with    a    series  of  disappointments 
that  have  tended  to  a  atate  of  deapera- 
tlou.    Every  effort  made  to  discredit  the 
government    has   proved    ftbortlve,    and 
all  preceding  issuee  have  been  laid  aside 
and  forgotten.     They  raised  an  uproar 
over  the  disposition  of  the  East  Koot- 
enay  coal  and  oil  lands.     That  ia  dead 
and    buried.      The  government's   finan- 
cial    policy   waa     next     attacked    with 
great  vigor,  and  an  appeal  waa  made  to 
the  country  to  resist  taxation.    The  peo- 
ple understood  the  situation  from  a  busi- 
ness point  of  view  and  faUed  to  respond 
No  longer  is  the  cry  of  "overburdened" 
taxpayers  heard  In  the  land,     Aa  the 
government    was     pursulna  a     ruinous 
course  m  respect  to  the  farmer,     who 
continues  to     prosper  like  a  green  bay 
tree,  so  the  government's  timber  policy 
was  to  have  encompassed  the  deetmc- 
tion  of  the  timber  industry.     It  never 
was  more  prosperous  in  its  hietory  than 
at  the  present  time. 

Thft  people  were  to  have  expressed 
their  disapprobation  and  "hurled"  the 
government  from  office  upon  the  first 
opportunity  available.  Three  by-elen- 
tions  bave  taken  place,  and  in  each  the 
government  was  sustained  with  evi- 
dences of  increasing  confidence.  In  the 
Alberm  election  the  government  won  a 
seat  from  the  opposition.    So  it  has  gone 


on  from  tkne  to  time.  Th«  «orarnment 
w«i  to  bare  be«Q  defeated  on  its  rtll- 
w«7  policy.  It  iM  itill  «urTiWng  with 
good  majorities.     Nothing  haa  stuck. 

The  next  ceneral  election  la  approach- 
ing and   the  Kalen  ialand  ecandal  waa 
hatched  with  the  hopes  of  producing  a 
"foul   brood."     We  say  "hatched,"   be- 
pauae  the  "rerelationa"  hare  been  Incub- 
«tlng   for  aom*     time.     In     metaplior. 
Meaari.    Macdonald     and     Oliver   hare 
"Mt"  upon   the  Kalen   island    ne«t  for 
months  with  grandmotherly    care    hnd 
persiatenoe-with  what  success  we  shall 
proceed  to  show.    The  public  must  not 
be  deceived  by  so  much  "cackling,"  es- 
peclally    when    Mr.      Oliver     does    tlie 
"cackling."    We  can  assure  them  that  It 
is  the  false  alarm  that  not  Infrequentiv 
proceeds  from  that  gentleman's  political 
poultry   yard.     In    truth,    the  "sitting" 
was  not  real  eggs  at  all.     They  are  ct 
the  porcelain  door  knob  variety,  known 
ns    patent   "nest   egg8"-"mare's    nest,' 
«ggs,  so  to  speak. 

Was  kaien  island  reserved? 

Let  us  consider  the  serious  proposi- 
tions presented  by  the  leader  of  the  op- 
POrtOon.     First,  he  submiu  that  Kalea 
Island  was  not  included  in  the  reserve 
placed  on  the  Tsimpsean  peninsula     m 
1891,  and  therefore,  was  open  to  the  lo- 
cations made  by  holders  of  South  Afri- 
oa    scrip;    who  were  thus   deprived   of 
their  rights  under  the  land.    He  submits 
that  as  an  island,  Kalen  Island  was  not 
part  ot  the  peninsula,  and  as  far  back 
as  1886  a  document     waa     filed  in  the 
lands    and    works    office,   containing    a 
general  definition  of  the  boundaries  of 
the    land    in    the    proposed   Indian    re- 
serve.    In  this  document,  reference     is 
made  to  "Kaien  Island"     which  must 
have  then  been  known  to  exist.    In  Mr. 
Tuck's  map  of  his  survey  of  the  Indian 
reserve  in  question  wUch  contains  some 
70,000  acres,  a  portion  of  Kalen  Island 
Is  also  shown.    He  argues  that  the  of- 
ficials cf  the     land     department  must 
liave   had   knowledge   of   Kaien   Island 
from  these  official  facts. 

There   are   just  two  observations  *o 
make  respecting  this   oontention.     Tue 


docun,ent  of  188«  w„,  filed  to  give  no- 
tice  of  the  proposed    Iwundaries  of  the 
Indian  reserve,  an<l  would  not  be  close- 
J-  scrutinised  by  the  officials.     In  fact. 
It    was  the  mere     formal    filing  which 
takes  place  in  the  case  of  all  Indian  r... 
"erves,  prior  to  survey.     Whether  it  was 
the   duty  of     the     officials   to   apprise 
themselves  of  all  the  contents,  we  can- 
lot  say;  but  whether  it  is.  or  is  not.  the 
•»n  of  the  survey  made  by  Mr.  Tuck 
'    J,   iiS>^''°  rewrvation  was  not  filed 
until   1882.  or  the  year  following     the 
Placing  of  the  ieserve  on  the  Tsimp^eau 
peninsula. 

Whatever   may  have  been   the  facts 
contained  in  the  documents  filed  in  the 
lands  and  works  department,  it  is  evi- 
dent  that  in  1801  it  was  not  within  tlie 
knowledge  of  the  then  chief  commiaalon- 
er   (Mr.   Oeorge   Forbes    Vernon),    that 
there  was  a  Kalen  Island  as  such.    This 
^clearly  shown  by  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
W.  S.  Gore,  the,  late  deputy  commisadon- 
er  of  lands  and  works.     But  Mr   Mac- 
donald alleges  that  it  was  not  possible 
to   know   what      was  in    Mr.   Vernon's 
mind  so  long  ago.     Mr.  Gore,  we  may 
say,   was  the  official  expert  of  the  de- 
partment upon  whose  advice  and  reports 
all  such     matters     were     decided.     He 
therefore,  knew    what  was  in  the  chief 
commissioner's  mind,  because  in  a  very 
special  sense  he  was  the  official  mind 
of  the  chief  commissioner. 


As  far  as  the  reserve  itself  is  con- 
cerned, the  real  quesUon,  however,  is- 
Was    it   intended     that     what  is   oo.v 
known  as  Kaien  Island   should  be  in- 
cluded in  the  reserve?    Mr.  W.  S.  Gore 
who  above  all  other  men  should  know, 
says  It  was.     But  we  have  the  expUcIt 
terms  of  the  order  in  council  creating 
the    reserve.      The    southern    boundary 
was  a   line  drawn  due  west   from  the 
head  of  Work  channel,  which  if  extend- 
ed to  the  limits  of  the  Indian  reserva- 
tion, includes  all  or  nearly  all  of  Kalen 
outside  of  the  Indian  reserve.     It  must 
be  borne  in  mind  that  at  the  time  the 
reserve  was  created.  1891,  there  was  no 
exact  survey  of  the  coast  at  that  point 
and  that  the  old  admiralty  chart  used 
by  the  department  tlid  not  show  Kalen 


liUnd  exceiH  a.  part  of  the  contlntnt 
and  mmt.  «.  the  lawyer.  .«y.  b.  read 
Jnto  the  interpretation  of  the  order  Id 
council  creating  the  reeerre.  There  ia 
therefore,  no  doubt  that  Kalen  lakod 
wa«  Intended  to  be.  and  waa.  inolud^ 
In  the  reaerre.  HoweTer,  to  remoye 
doulrta  an  order  in  conncll  pa.«ed  in 
IIHM,   especially  renerred  Kaien    laland. 


SOUTH    AFRICAN    VETERANS. 

We  come  next  to  the  appeal  on  be- 
half of  the  South  African  Teterana.  who 
were  deprlred  of  tholr  rljjhta  under  the 
law  from  locatInK  South  African  scrip 
on   Kaien    IMand.     One   would  Imagine 
that   the   heroes,   of  timom   we  are   all 
proud  and  to  whom  we  would  gladly  do 
full  juirtice  In  recognition  of  their  worth, 
had  been  badly,  ecurrlly  treated.  In  or- 
der that  "a  band  of  adventure*."  might 
be  favored.   We  J-nye  before  us  a  ll«t 
of  those  who  held  aorlp,  and  who  en- 
deavored to  locate  it  on  Kaien  Island, 
and  not  one  of  the  holders,  with  the  ex- 
ception Of  II    M.   Daly,  of  Vancouver, 
had  done  service  In   South  Africa.     In 
each  case  the  scrip  had  been  purchased 
from  others.     Even  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
Daly  the  land  scrip  used   was  not  his 
own.     In  each  case  the  holders  of  scrip 
was  a  speculator  in  Uie  same  sense  that 
Larsen  and  Anderson  were  speculators. 
So  that  this  plea  of  ill-requited  patriot- 
ic falla  to  the  ground.     The  legality 
of  the   reserve   stands     and    haw  been 
confirmed   by  the   House   In     adopting 
the  report  of  the  investigating  commit- 
tee. 


3  A  MATTER  OF  PUBUO  POUCT. 

We  have  now  to  consider  the  public 
policy  involved  In  the  action  of  the  gov- 
ernment In  dealing  with  the  reserved 
area  of  the  Kaien  Jsland  by  selling  it 
under  a  section  of  the  Land  Act  to  ta 
Grand  Trunk  Pacific  for  terminal  pur- 
poses. The  opposition  hold  that  the 
government  did  not  possess  authority  un- 
der section  39  to  dispose  of  it,  other 
than  in  the  manner  provided  for  in  sec- 
tione  of  the   Land   Act  and  in  special 


acts  with  reference  to  South  African 
•crip.  In  other  words,  they  hold  that 
the  land  in  quMtlon  was  legally  dls. 
posed  of,  that  HU  Uonor  the  Lieaten- 
ant  Qovemor  was  wrongly  advised  and 
that  the  government  obtained  the  order- 
In-conncll  contrary  to  "both  the  spirit 
and  letter  of  the  law"-proh«bly  th« 
tnost  serious  charge  In  connection  with 
the  whole  matter,  and  one  which  If 
proved  would  Justify  Hi.  Honor  in  act- 
ink  Independently  of  the  fact  that  the 
government  was  susulned  by  a  majority 
of  the  Legislature. 

The  "minority  report"  holds  that  the 
•«  Ing  of  such  a  tract  of  land  to  the 
railway  company,  notwithstanding  that 
•ectlon  39  excludes  the  making  of  auch 
«^ant.  by   way  of  bonus  for  the  «?- 

ZZ  T  "/  ""^'^•'  ^"  "  '"dice- 
Tn  1  ^^.*  ^"'"^  '^'«"'  P«<^i«<:  to 
cons  ruct  the  railway  to  the  particular 
point  in  question  and  in  that  8enM»  waa 
a  bonus  to  a  railway."  If  the  govern- 
Thp  r/f  ^'  f^"^'  ""'"•^  the  law  In 
infini;  -^^  ^""""^  *•*»'•  ">a  effort  w.. 
infinitesimal    «     compared     with     the 

of  inn^"*""'^  to  regart  the  di.poa.1 

with  certain  condition,  attached,  m 
a  bonus.  The  suggestion  1.  absurd  on 
the  face  of  It.  The  government  did  act 
offer  the  10,000  acres  In  any  sense  „ 
n,     ,"'a^'  ■■  ■"  todncement  to     the 

washed  .Imply  to  co-operate  with  the 
company  In  secui-'ng  a  suitable  location 
for  a  terminus,  which  is  a  matter  of 
Rreat  public  advantage.  It  warta  er- 
ery  senw  desirable  that  a  transcontln- 
ent'..  railway  should  find  the  best  po.- 

the.enerallnterert.  It  was  the  duty  of 
fer  .n  ?K  "V  ****"■■•  «°^en>ment  to  of- 
with  pubbc  nghts.  A  national  railway 
in  selecting  It.  terminus  for  national 
purposes  deserved  con«leration  alove 
private  considerations,  inasmuch  as  k 
affected  provincial  interests  as  well.  Any 
attempt  to  have  thrown  obstacles  in  the 
way  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific  on  thU 
matter  would  have  been  denounced  ai 
obstructing  national  enterprise. 


i   ""^ 
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WAS  THE   BALE  L".  1AL? 

Now,  Mction  30  of  the  Land  Act  »p«?- 
iecnlljr  Rtntn  that  It  shoU  b«  lairful 
for  the  Lioiitonnnt  Oovernor  in  ronn- 
rll  to  make  auch  "apecial  free  or  partial- 
ly free  irrantM  of  the  unoccupied  laud  or 
iinapproprinted  crown  landH  of  the  prov- 
ince for  the  enooiiratciuent  of  ininilKra- 
tion  or  OTHEH  PlUl'OHEH  OF  PUB- 
MC  ADVAXTAtJK,  not  beln«  bo- 
ntiHta  for  the  construction  of 
railwaya,"  <tc.  Mr.  Mncilonald  iiolda 
that  accordinx  to  the  rule  of  construc- 
tion exprexsed  in  the  maxim  "eJUDdem 
jteneris,"  the  phrnHe  "or  otlier  purpoaea 
of  public  advantage,"  is  governed  br 
"immigration,"  or,  aa  the  maxim  faaa  it, 
ia   "of  the  same  kind   or  nature." 

No   one    will   aeriously    contend    that 
thla  ia  one  of  the  cases  where  the  rule 
In  question  applies.     "Immigration."  is 
a  word  which  in  Itself  is  as  comprehen- 
sive as  is  po^jible  to  make  't,  and  tho 
phrase  "or  oiner  purpoaes  of  public  ad- 
vantage," undoubtedly  refers  not  to  im- 
migration,  but    to   any  other    purposes 
quite  distinct  from   it,   which  the  gov- 
ernment in  its  judgment  might  consider 
to  be  of  public  advantage.     Therefore, 
It  ia  clear,  from  a  legal  poiTit"of  view, 
that  the  grant  is  abaolutely  valid.  What- 
ever grounds  upon  which  the  Judgment 
exercised  may  be  criticized,  the  legality 
of    the    act     itself,  is     unquestionable. 
There  ia  not  a  shadow  of  doubt  about 
it. 

It  thus  remaina  to  discuss  tAe  Judg- 
ment displayed  and  the  nature  of  the 
bargain  la  deterniined  by  all  the  cir- 
cumstancea  aurroundlng  It.  Judgment 
and  common  aenae,  aa  we  ventured  to 
remark  on  a  former  occasion,  are  rela- 
tive in  their  merits.  The  point  here 
ia  that,  torgettlng  altogether  for  the 
moment  the  persons  who  flgrured  In 
thfe  deal,  the  government  might  have 
made  an  error  In  Judgment,  without 
its  good  intentions  or  the  morality 
of  the  proceeding  being  called  into 
question.  Did  the  government  make 
a  mistake  of  Judgment?  Was  the 
MJe  of  Kalen  Island,  upon  the  terms, 
not   a  good  bargain    for  the   country? 


In  determining  that  we  have  several 
mattem  to  consldet^-the  use  to  which 
the  land  wua  to  be  put.  Its  present  uae 
and  value,  lt«  Isolated  position,  and 
the  conditions  attached  to  Its  dlspoaal. 

In  a  measure,  we  have  already  dla- 
posed  of  the  llrst  consideration.      The 
use  to  which   the  island   is  to  be  put 
by    the   Grand   Trunk     Paclflc    would, 
under  certain  conditions,  have  Justined 
the   government   In    making    It    a  gift 
to  the  company.    The  conditions  would 
have  Included  a  certain  Interest  being 
retained   for  the  province,   regulations 
as      to   waterfront,    etc.,    and    In    thla 
connection  we  regret  that  the  govern- 
ment  did     not    stipulate     for   certain 
things    such    as    the    setting  apart    of 
grounds  for  public  purposes,  the  width 
of  streets,   the   character    of  drainage, 
and   so   forth;      which   In   our  opinion 
ought  to  be  part  of  the  provisions  In 
connection  with  all  townsites.       How- 
ever,  commenting  upon   the  terms    aa 
they  are,    the   government   gets  tl  an 
acre    for      10,000     acres,    retains   2,500 
of  the  10,000  aa  an  interest,  and  makes 
certain   provision    for   equal   rights   aa 
to    foreshore    for    thr    inhabitants     Of 
this  future  city.       The  value  of    these 
stipulations    has    to   be   considered    In 
connection    with    the    special    clrcum- 
vtances  of  the  case — the  natural  value 
of  the  land.  Its  physical  character  and 
its    situation.      We   need   not   empha- 
size the  fact,  80  many  times  alluded  to, 
that  the  value  of  the  government  hold- 
ings  Increase   with    the    value  of    the 
real   estate   Itself  and    the  Importance 
to  which  this  new  city  of  destiny  at- 
tains.       The   110,000    ceases   to    be   of 
importance  as  compared  with  the  pos- 
sibilities   of    the    future.      What     the 
government   retains  may  yield  a  mil- 
lion or  more. 

MR.    MACDONALD    FOROETS. 

But  Mr.  Macdonald  says  that  if 
2,600  acres  prove  to  be  worth  a  million 
or  two  millions,  what  would  the  whole 
10,000  acres  be  worth?  He  forgets 
the   old   adage   about   not   having   our 


immm:^'* 


cake   aid   eatlngr  It.       it  the  govern- 
ment retained  It  all  the  land  would  not 
be  a  townslte  at  all,  and  consequently 
be  worth   but  little   more   than   It    is 
now.       The  Grand  Trunk  Pacific  would 
have   gone  elsewhere   for  a   terminus. 
He  forgets  that  It  Is  the  fact  of  be- 
coming a  terminus  that  makes  any  of 
it  valuable.       In   fact.   Mr.  Macdonald 
for-ets    many   things    that  a   business 
man    should    remember.       He    forgets 
that  tha  lard  Is  wholly  worthless  for 
agricultural  purposes,   that  It  will    be 
very    expensive    converting    it    Into    a 
condition  for  residence,   that  much  of 
It  is  worthless  even  as  a  townslte,  that 
U  will  take  a  long  time  to  build  up  a 
c.ty   the-e,  as  It  has  In  Vancouver  or 
Victoria,    and  that      In     the   end    the 
Grand  Trunk  Pacific  will  probably  not 
make  much  more  out  cf  it  than  a  fair 
profit  on  the  Investment  required.     As 
a  silent  partner,  the  province  will  con- 
tinue   to   obtain    the     benefits  of   the 
unearneu  Increment"  without  assum- 
ing any   of  the   responsibilities.      The 
fact  that  a  large  city  will  be  built  up 
at  or  near  this  point  will  in  Itself  be 
of  great  material  bene.lt  to  the  prov- 
ince,  many    timee    paying    it    for    the 
^nds  if  it  made  a  free  gift  of  them. 
But    fortunately   we    are    not    left    to 
recommend      the     bargain      on      such 
grounds.       The  government  got  $10,000 
for   lands   that   are  not    worth    $1    an 
acre  and  never  would  be  for  other  than 
townslte  purposes.      It  stands  to  ulti- 
mately make  a  million   dollars  out  of 
the  deal,    more   or   less,  according    to 
future   developments.       Had   the   rail- 
way gone  to  Port  Simpson,  which,  of 
course.   It   may  yet  do.   It  would  have 
had  to  deal  with  private  parties,  and 
the  government  would  not  have  shared 
In  the  interest  It  at  present  has.     On 
this    point,    too,    Mr.    Macdonald    en- 
deavored skilfully  to  mislead.    He  said 
that    the    government    had    still    3,000 
acres  at  Port  Simpson  available  as  a 
townslte.      It  was  pointed  out  to  him 
by   Dr.    Young    that     the    government 
land   lay   considerably   back   from   the 
water  and   fronted   on   Work  Channel, 
not  suitable  as  a  harbor  and  ihe  shores 
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of  which  were  precipitous.  The  land 
Itself  was  absolutely  worthless,  and 
had  not  been  sold  hitherto  because  It 
was  worthless. 

On  every  point,  therefore,  up  to  the 
present  the  opposition  have  failed  to 
prove  their  case  upon  facts  or  upon 
evidence  submitted  to  the  committee. 
It  is  impossible,  however,  to  deal  with 
all  the  facts  and  circumstances  edi- 
tonally  in  a  single  issue,  and  we  shall 
continue  their  consideration  "in  our 
next."  ""^ 

FACTS  OF  THEJNVESTIGATION 

(The  Colonist.  March  14.  1906.) 
We  have   alread.v   shown    pretty  con- 
clusively that  the  use  of  the  words    "a 
band  of  .dventurers  (male  and  female)  " 
introduced  by  the  opposition  members  of 
the   committee    of   investigation    in    the 
n^nonty   report,    was  a  gratuitous  and 
offensive  mterpolation,  for   the  purpose 
Of  conveymg  an  impres.sion  to  the  public 
^liolly  unwarranted  by  the  evidence  sub- 
mitted  to  the  committee   in   legitimate 
mference     from     the  circumstances     2 
connection   with  the  Kaien  Island  case 
in  anv  of  its  stages; 

That  there  was  a  legal  reserve  of 
the  Tsimpsean  peninsula,  and  that  Kaien 
Wand  was  properly  and  legally  included 

That  the  location  of  lands  on  Kaien 
island   unCer  South   African   scrip   was 
properly   refused  by   the  chief  comlls 
s.oner  of  lands  and  works; 

That  the   scrip   proposed'  to   be   used 
was  held  for  speculative  purposes    and 

ioIdersT"   '""'""'    '""   ''^  »"«'»-' 

That   the  government  had    full     and 

unquestioned  authority  under  section  39 

Island  lands  m  the  way  they  were 
disposed  of  and  for  the  purposes  for 
which  they  are  intended  to  be  used; 

That  the  government  made  a  bargain 
that  can  be-  defended  and  commended 
from  the  point  of  view  of  public  policy 
and  from  an  actual  business  point  of 
view,  present  and  prospective. 


We  have  now  to  consider  the  char- 
acter of  the  negotiations,  the  peraonnel 
of   the    individuals   concerned,    and   the 
relation  of  each     to  the     main     issue. 
Upon  these  matters  the  opposition  con- 
ducted the  investigation  in  such  a  way 
as   to   leave  the  impression  that   there 
was  something  very  wrong  at  the  bottom 
of  the  whole  transaction— an  impression 
sought  to  be  conveyed  by  inference,  sug- 
gestion and  insinuation  rather  than  by 
the  production  of  tangible  evidence  in 
any  form.     If  it  be  any  satisfaction  to 
the  opposition  to  know  our  opinion  of  the 
manner  in  which  they  manipulated  and 
developed  the  evidence  to  reach  the  re- 
sult sought,  we  think  it  was  exceedingly 
clever;    diabolical    ingenuity    could    not 
have     done  more.       Our    readers     are 
familiar  with  the  methods  employed  by 
the  village  gossip  to  defame  the  char- 
acter  of   her   neighbors.     She   carefully 
refrains     from    making   explicit     state- 
ments,  but  conveys  the  impression  she 
wishes  to  leave  by  a  significant  shrug  of 
the  shoulders,  the  pursing  of  the  mouth 
and  the  arching  of  the  eyebrows.     For 
the  purposes  of  distilling  poison  and  in- 
oculating  the    community    with    it,    the 
gossip   has  methods  which   she   has   re- 
duced to  an  exact  science,  the  very  per- 
fection of  which  commands  an  unwilling 
admiration. 

PRURIENT-MINDED    POLITICIANS. 
By  the  way,  we  inust  apologize  to  the 
entire  femalt  population  for  referring  to 
gossips  under  the  exclusive  term  "she." 
It  was  an  inadvertence,  and  arose  from 
the  fact  that  it  is  not  unusual  to  associ- 
ate gossips  with  some  women :    but  what 
we  stated  should  apply  to  the  entire  band 
of  gossips  (male  and  female.)     In  this  in- 
stance   we    have    political    gossips    and 
journalistic    gossips,    who    roll    slander 
under  their  tongue  as  a  precious  morsel. 
It  is  not  necessary  in  the  interests  of  the 
government  to  mince  matters.     The  sug- 
gestion  of   "adventurers   (male  and   fe- 
male)" arose  wholly  out  of  the  fact  that 
the  name  of  Mrs.  James  Anderson  was 
mtrodueed  into  the  investigation.     This 
was  not  because  it  was  shown  that  Mrs. 
Anderson  had  taken  any  part  in  the  ne- 


» 


gotmtions,  but  to  give  verve,  color  and 
suggestion     to     the  attendant     circnm- 
stances,    one    of   which    was    that  Mr. 
«reen,  chief  commissioner,  happened  to 
be  an  occasional  visitor  to  the  house  of 
Mr.  Anderson.    The  particular    circum- 
stance was     reported   to  the     prurient- 
minded  politician  by  those  who  spied  on 
Mr.  Green's  movements;  and  the  purient 
mmd     of   the    politician    sought    means 
to  have  the  fact  brought  out  in  evidence, 
whereupon  the  prurient-minded  journal- 
ists  seized   upon  the  incidental   fact   in 
order  to  play  upon  the  imagination  of 
the  public  by  hints  and  insinuations  that 
are  disgraceful  to  legitimate  newspaper 
work.     It     was     clever,   we  admit:    so 
clever,  indeed,  that  His  Satannic  Majesty 
could    not     have   improved    upon     the 
methods   adopted.       It   was  a   kind   of 
cleverness,  however,  that  reacts  on  the 
heads  of  its  agents,  and  it  is  just  now 
reacting  with  iull  force.    The  people  are 
beginning  to  see  the  inner  workings  of 
this  scheme  and  to  realize  that  it  was 
exploited   in    the   manner    that   gossips 
(male    and  female)  exploit  local  gossip 
to  injure  and  defame  their  neighbors. 

There  need  be  no  hesitation  in  dis- 
cussing all  the  facts  in  their  true  rela- 
tion to  the  Kaien  Island  deal.  The 
governmt'nt  has  nothing  to  conceal  and 
lias  not  endeavored  to  conceal  anything. 
What  there  is  objection  to  is  the  selec- 
tion of  isolated  facts  of  evidence— what 
Premier  McBride  happily  referred  to  as 
"hand-picked  evidence"— without  relation 
to  the  context,  and  circulating  them  as 
the  governing  facts  in  a  situation  that 
involved  many  considerations  and  a  regu- 
lar train  of  circumstances. 

DEALING  DIRECT. 

The  question  to  be  considered  as  the 
crux  of  the  Investigation,  now  that  the 
other  considerations  of  legality,  etc., 
have  been  disposed  of,  is:  "Did  the 
government  deal  with  the  Grand  Trunk 
Pacific  direct  in  disposing  of  Kaiea 
Island  for  terminal  purposes?" 

Upon  (this  point  we  have  to  rely 
upon  the  evidence  of  practically  two 
witnesses— Messrs.  Bodwell  and  Ander- 
son.      There    is    a     slight     divergence 
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between  them  on  some  points,  but  in  the 
main    they    agree.    Mr.    Larsen,   as   an 
extensive    contractor,    had   an .  intimate 
and  an  inside  knowledge  of  affairs  in  re- 
spect to  the  probable  turn  of  events  in 
connection  with  the  construction  of  the 
Grand  Trunk  Pacific.     It  is  evident  that 
he  had  an  understanding  with  the  com- 
pany.   He  was  a  friend  of  Mr.  Stevens, 
an  American,  who  was  chief  engineer  of 
the  railway.       'ihere  is  everything     to 
suggest  that   the  political  experience  of 
the  United  States,  and  of  Eastern  Can- 
ada, to  a  lesser  extent  perhaps,  suggests 
approaching  governments  through  inter- 
mediaries. It  was  the  most  natural  thing 
in    the    world    for  Mr.    Hays   and    Mr. 
Morse   to     suppose     that   the     British 
Columbia    government    wag    no    excep- 
tion to  the  rule.    They  never  dreamed 
of  going  in  the  first  instance  direct  to 
the    government.        Such     a   thing     at 
Washington,  for  example,  would  be  con- 
sidered an  absurd  proposition— so  thor- 
oughly  have  the    principles   of   "graft" 
been  established  in  the  political  system. 
After  their  experience  at  Ottawa  with 
politicians,  they  certainly  were  justified 
in  assuming  anything.     Thus  the  chain 
was  established.     Mr.  Stevens,  who  was 
looking  after  the  location  end  of  the  rail- 
way in  the  West,  suggested  Mr.  Larsen 
to   start   with.    Mr.  liarsen  knew   Mr. 
Anderson   in  British    Columbia.        Mr. 
Anderson  was  a  friend  of  Mr.  Bodwell, 
and  Mr.  Bodwell  was,  in  turn,  friendly 
with  the  government  on  account  of  prior 
political  relations  In   the   Bodwell-iPrior 
contest  in  Victoria.    Mr.   Larsen  knew 
the  plans  of  the  Grand  Tr^nk  Pacific  so 
far  as  they  had  developed  in  regard  to  a 
terminus,  and  employed  Mr.  Anderson  to 
spy  out  the  land  and  make  surveys  in 
the  vicinity  of  Port  Simpson,  the  sta- 
tutory terminus.    Mr.  Larsen  was  acting 
for  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific.     He  was 
too  wealthy  a  man  to  make  the  matter 
of  a  profit   on   the  turnover   of   Kaien 
Island  a  matter  of  real  consequence  to 
him.    He  was  looking  to   the  improve- 
ment of  his  relations  with  the  company, 
with  which  he  has  at  the  present  time 
large  contracts  for  construction.   Messrs. 
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Anderson   and   Bodwell,   however,  were 
not  wealthy  men,  and  the  suggestion  of 
forming  a  company  to  handle  this  and 
other  property  near  the  terminus  came 
not   unnaturally  and   legitimately   from 
them.     To  this   Mr.   Larsen  agreed,   as 
Mr.  Bodwell  was  looking  after  the  polit- 
ical end  of  it,  and  he  was  willing  he 
(Bodwell)  should  accomplish  his  end  in 
his  own  way.    Mr.  Anderson  was  in  the 
north  looking  after  the  real  estate  end. 
Messrs.  Bodwell  and  Anderson  being  on 
the  "inside,"  wanted  and  expected  and 
were    entitled    to   make  something     on 
the    deal,  if     they     could     induce     the 
government  to    part    with  the    land  on 
certain  terms  and  at  the  same  time  im- 
press the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific,  through 
Mr.  Larsen,  of  the  value  of  their  services 
in  putting  it  through.     There  is  no  use 
in  being  mealy-mouthed  abovit  it.     That 
kind  of  thing  is  being  done  every  day, 
is  considered  legitimate,  and  there  is  not 
a  member  of  the  opposition  that  wouldn't 
take  the  same  view  as  they  did  and  be 
glad  to  have  the  opportunity  they  had. 
More  candor  and  less  hypocrisy  in  such 
matters    would   be  appreciated    by   the 
public. 


NO  INTERMEDIARIES  RECOGNIZED 

The  real,   the  outstanding,  the  dom- 

inating  fact  in  the  whole  situation  

the  thing  that  redounds  to  the  credit 
of  the  government— is  that  when  the 
so-called  "band  of  adventurers"  which 
in  this  instance  was  Mr.  Bodwell  him- 
self, came  to  interview  the  govern- 
ment, he  found  that  they  would  deal 
with  no  one  but  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific 
direct.  They  knew  as  well  as  Bodwell 
did  that  it  was  the  railway  company 
that  was  moving  in  the  matter,  and  not 
Mr.  Larsen  on  speculation.  Kaien 
Island  had  been  selected  by  the  Grand 
Trunk  Pacific,  at  least  provisionally, 
upon  the  report  of  Mr.  Anderson,  for 
which  the  company  expected  to  pay  him 
or  Mr.  Larsen,  or  both,  in  one  form  or 
the  other.  Mr.  Larsen's  status  was 
acquired  through  Mr.  Stevens,  Mr.  An- 
derson's as  a  friend  of  Mr.  Larsen,  and 


Mr.  Bodwell's  as  one  who  was 
grata"  to  the  government 


Let  it  be  borne  in  mind  distinctly  that 
the  government  did  not  go  to  these 
gentlemen;  they  did  not  initiate  the  pro- 
ceedings in  any  way.  Immediately  Mr. 
Bodwell  found  that  the  government 
would  not  deal  with  him  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  a  private  syndicate,  anxious 
to  make  a  handsome  commission  out  of 
it,  the  matter  shifted  to  its  true  relation, 
and  Mr.  Bodwell  acted  as  he  was,  or  was 
intended  to  be — the  legal  representative 
of  the  railway  company.  The  leader  of 
the  opposition  pretends  to  say  that  there 
was  no  evidence  of  authority  on  Mr. 
Bodwell's  part  to  so  act  and  that  it  was 
simply  another  way  of  carrying  out  the 
original  idea,  and  this  was  apparently 
con«irmed  by  the  fact  that  the  Grano 
Trunk  Pacific,  after  the  order  in  council 
had  been  passed  by  the  government 
agreeing  to  sell  the  island  for  terminal 
purposes,  signed  an  agreement  to  pay 
?40,000.  If  the  real  circumstances  were 
not  understood  this  latter  would  be  a 
very  damaging  fact.  But  Mr.  Bodwell 
was  in  constant  communication  and 
touch  with  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific 
through  Mr.  Larsen  and  Mr.  Stevens, 
and  had  a  telegram  from  Mr.  Hays 
definitely  settling  his  status  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  government.  In  fact,  the 
government  had  no  reason  to  question 
the  authority  from  the  start.  Large 
corporations  do  not  put  too  much  on 
paper  in  carrying  on  negotiationi. 

The  agreement  for  |40,000  was  ob- 
tained by  Mr.  James  Anderson  in  Mon- 
treal. He  held  a  power  of  attorney 
from  Mr.  Larsen,  who  had  r.o  knowl- 
edge of  the  agreement  until  after  it  was 
made,  and  he  promptly  tore  it  up.  Mr. 
Bodwell  was  not  a  party  to  that  agree- 
ment, and  advised  the  company  that 
they  were  nnder  no  obligation  to  pay 
anything  for  the  island,  other  than  the 
$10,000  agreed  upon  with  the  govern- 
ment. These  facts  are  well  known  and 
well  nnderstood  by  the  opposition;  but 
it  does  not  serve  their  purpose  to  regard 
them  in  the  proper  light 


•persona  PERSONAL  RELATIONS  OF 

AGENTS. 

The  relations  which  existed  among 
Messrs.  Larsen,  Bodwell  and  Anderson 
matters  nothing  so  far  as  the  govern- 
ment is  concerned.  There  seems  to  have 
been  some  misunderstanding  ultimately. 
The  man  most  interested  in  turning  the 
transaction  to  account  was  Mr.  Ander- 
son. Mr.  Larsen  was  looking  forward 
to  contracts,  and  Mr.  Bodwell  was  re- 
presenting the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific  in  a 
legal  capacity.  Mr.  Anderson  «hose  to 
use  his  opportunity  to  make  the  best 
bargain  he  could  in  return  for  his  ser- 
vices. He  had  spent  two  years  survey- 
ing and  reporting  on  the  coast  to  the 
north,  and  as  we  have  intimated  he  was 
representing  Mr.  Larsen  who  represent- 
ed the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific.  He  was 
settled  with  by  Mr.  Larsen,  who  paid 
him  $10,000  in  cash  and  some  interests, 
partly  on  account  of  Kaien  Island  and 
partly  on  account  of  interests  Messrs. 
Larsen  and  Anderson  acquired  on  their 
own  joint  account.  Mr.  Larsen  was  in 
all  probability  settled  with  by  the  Grand 
Trunk  Pacific,  not  for  influence  with  th« 
government,  but  as  agent  in  connection 
with  the  selection  of  a  terminus  and  the 
matter  of  surveys,  etc.,  for  which  he 
was  legitimately  entitled  to  receive  com- 
pensation. However,  we  have  no  exact 
knowledge  of  his  relations  with  the  com- 
pany and  are  not  at  all  interested  In 
knowing  what  they  were.  The  position 
the  government  took  is  perfectly  clear 
and  straightforward.  That  is  as  far  as 
our  business  to  inquire  extends.  It  is 
as  far  as  anybody'  business  extends. 

A  great  deal  Is  made  of  the  secrecy 
maintained,  but  it  must  occur  to  any 
person  that  until  the  crown  grants  were 
issued  and  everything  was  settled  up,  no 
knowledge  of  the  facts  about  the  fixing 
of  the  terminus  should  be  known  to  the 
outside  world.  If  a  small  "band  of  ad- 
venturers" were  bad,  a  host  of  "adven- 
turers" on  the  spot  would  have  been  far 
worse. 


When  the  situation  is  understood  from 
the     practical,    commonsense,     business 
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point  of  view  the  atmosphere  of  dark 
■ugplclon  in  which  it  has  been  enveloped 
by  the  opposition  is  cleared  away  and 
nothing  remains  but  the  discomfiture  of 
those  who  are  responsible  for  a  chap- 
ter in  political  history  which  might  well 
be  entitled  "Much  Ado  About-  Nothing" 
—a  serio-comic  melodniina  built  up  from 
the  single  fact  that  a  member  of  the  gov- 
ernment had  visited  the  home  of  Mr. 
Anderson,  with  whom  he  had  in  the 
Kootenays  been  on  terms  of  friendship 
for  years. 


0EALIN6  DIRECT 

(The  Colonist,  March  15,  1906.) 

We  are  told   that  the  Grand   Trunk 
Pacific    did     not     deal    with    the   Do- 
minion    government     through     inter- 
mediaries, but  that  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurler 
himself  framed  up  the  wondenul  pol- 
icy of  a  new  transcontinental  railway. 
About  the  particulars  of  that       'i  we 
shall  never  know.      No  commi  -fn  was 
ever  asked  for  In  the  House  of  Com- 
mons  to  enquire  Into  the  Inner  work- 
ings.     Had  It  been  asked  for  It  would 
have  been  promptly  voted  down.      Sir 
W  .frld    Laurler  was   so   secret   about 
the  negotiations  that  he  did  not  even 
take  his  own  minister  of  railways  Intu 
his  confidence,   and  as  a  consequence 
Hon.  A.   G.  Blair  resigned.       In   such 
circumstances  It  would    be    extremely 
difficult  for  !\n   outsider  to  arrive  at 
any  intelligent  conclusion  as   to    how 
the  scheme  was  worked.      What  we  do 
know,    however,   about   tht    experience 
of  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific  v.lth  east- 
em  politicians  Is  that  when  the  Grand 
Trunk     Riilwar     Company     made    a 
proposition  to  the  government  to  ex- 
tend their  line  from  North  Bay  to  the 
coast   for  a  subsidy  of  »13,500,000,   or 
"thereabouts,"  the  Liberal  members  of 
Quebec    and    the    Maritime   Provinces 
promptly  held  up  the  government  and 
declared    that   they   would  support   no 
railway  proposition  for  the  West  that 
did  not  mean  the  building  of  a  line  of 
equal  length  In  the  East,  in  ord^r,  of 
course,    that    there    might    be    money 
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spent  and  patronage  and  spoils.      Sir 
Wilfrid     Laurier,  whatever    his    own 
views     were     on     the     subject,     wu 
obliged   to   succumb     and     set  about 
evolving   a    scheme    that    would    har- 
monize with  the  designs  of  the  Grand 
Trunk  on  the  wheatflelds  of  the  North- 
west and  satisfy  the  appetite  of    his 
eastern  followers  In  the  way  of  plun- 
der.      The    Grand    Trunk    Pacific    did 
not  want  an   eastern  line,  for  which 
there  were  no  business   requirements, 
and  if  the  proposition  were  to  be  bur- 
dened with  spoils,  the  promoters  were 
quite  willing  to  allow  the  government 
to  undertake  the  "pap-feeding"  section 
and   to   content    themselves    with    the 
section  In  which  there  was  business  in 
sight.      Knowing,  therefore,  the  "car- 
nivorous" instincts— that  is  to  say,  the 
love  for    the  fleshpots— of   the  eastern 
Liberal  politician,  as  manifested  when 
they  scented  a  new  railway  enterprise. 
It   is  little  wonder  that  Messrs.  Hays 
and   Morsfe    rushed    to    the    conclusion 
that  the  government  of  British  Colum- 
bia could  only  be  approached    by  the 
indirect   methods     adopted   elsewhere. 
They   discovered,    much   to   their  sur- 
prise, and,   we  feel  certain,   much  to 
their  relief,   that  Mr.  -Bodwell  had  to 
establish  his  status  as  their  legal  rep- 
resentative  before   the   provincial   ad- 
ministration  would   do   business  with 
him.      If  the  opposition  are  anxious  to 
contrast  methods  here  and  at  Ottawa, 
so  far  as  dealing  with  the  Grand  Trunk 
Pacific  Is  concerned,  let  them  suggest 
a  select  committee  of    the  House    of 
Commons    for     the   purpose.       Select 
committees     ar»         -y  useful  Institu- 
tions, but  they  ,t  encouraged  at 
Ottawa. 


THE  UNJUST  JUDGE 

(The  Colonist,  Starch  13,  1906.) 

The  leader  of  the  opposition— and 
his  lead  was  followed  by  his  followers 
In  the  legislative  assembly— in  dis- 
cussing the  minority  report  of  the 
Kaien  Island  investigation,  made  a 
number  of  "ex  parte"  statements,  each 


one  of  which  was  arrived  at,  legal 
fashion,  by  straining  the  facts  brought 
ou»  In  evidence.  As  we  have  pretty 
conclusively  shown,  we  think,  the  en- 
tire fabric  was  built  up  on  hypotheses 
which  were  not  sound;  In  other 
words,  manufactured  for  the  occasion 
by  piecing  together  unrelated  parts  of 
the  evidence.  As  a  piece  of  legal 
sophistry,  it  affords  an  excellent  ex- 
ample of  the  possibilities  of  making 
bricks  without  straw. 

We   must   ask     the     forbearance  of 
readers    in    dealing    further    with    the 
subject  of  Kalen  Island:     but  the  fact 
that  It  has  been  exploited  to  such  an 
extent  by  the  opposition  and  the  whole 
attendant  circumstances  have  been  so 
grossly       misrepresented       renders     it 
necessary  to  follow  up  each  phase  of 
the  case  from  Its  orlgm  to  its  logical 
conclusion.        It  is   only   necessary   to 
clothe    the   circumstance    or  chain    of 
circumstances  with  sufficient   mystery 
and  envelop  it  with  an  atmosphere  of 
suspicion   to  create  the  impression  of 
grave  wrongdoing.     Persistence  In  poi- 
soning the  public  mind  will  effect  its 
object   In   time;      It   is  not  a  difficult 
task   by   manipulation    to   make   right 
appear  wrong. 

JUDGE,  JURY  AND  PROSBCUTINO 
ATTORNEIY. 

Wie  make  the  distinct  statement  that 
not  one  of  Mr.  Macdonald's  "conclu- 
sions" as  presented  to  the  House  are 
In  accordance  with  the  evidence  or  the 
real  facts.  Even  upon  the  question 
of  printing  the  evidence,  as  will  be 
confirmed  by  the  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  select  committee,  he  at- 
tempted to  leave  the  impression  In  the 
minds  of  his  hearers  that  the  govern- 
ment* had  disobeyed  the  order  of  the 
House.  It  was  opien  to  the  leader  of 
the  opposition  to  have  had  the  evi- 
dence printed  from  day  to  day  had  he 
desired  it;  but  as  the  "disclosures" 
did  not  bear  out  his  preconceptions  of 
the  facts,  it  did  not  suit  his  purpos»3. 

And  in  this  connection  we  may  pause 
to     point    out     the    remarkable    atti- 


tude   in    which    Mr.  Macdonald  stood 
In      relation      to      the      investigation, 
from  the  very  outstv.       As  a  member 
of  the  select  committee  he  was  acting 
in  a  Judicial  capacity.      For  the  time 
being   he     actually   had   attained    his 
ambition  of  being  a  Judge,  clothed  with 
full     Judicial     powers.       He     entered 
upon    his  duties  with   his  mind  fully 
made  up  as     to     the  verdict  he  was 
going  to  give,  and  his  every  effort  was 
bent  upon  bringing  out  evidence  that 
would  be   in  accord  with  his  precon- 
ceptions of  the  guilt  of     the  govern- 
ment.      He   was  at  once  Judge,   Jury 
and    prosecuting    counsel,    and    would 
gladly  have  added  to  his  multifarious 
functions  that  of  hangman  (that  is  to 
say,  executed  the  sentence  of  political 
death    upon      the    government).       Mr. 
Macdonald  spoke  of  the  witnesses  be- 
fore the  committiee  as  "hostile,"  but  it 
will    not   be   denied   that   as   a   Judge, 
whose  duty  it  was  to  weigh  carefully 
the  eviaence  from  an  impartial  point 
of  view,  he  was  the  proverbial  "unjust 
judgte."     In  fact.  Instead  of  acting  his 
part  as  a  Judge  he  became  prosecuting 
counsel,  pure  and  simple,  and  the  hos- 
tility displayed  by  the  witnesses  arose 
out  of     his  unfair  efforts  to  place    a 
construction      upon      their      levldence 
through   cross-examination      that   was 
not   warrantable.       His     skill   In    this 
respect  bore  evidence  to  his  ability  as 
a  lawyer,  which  would  have  been  In- 
valuable to  a  client  who  wished  a  paid 
advocate   in  a   casie   requiring   expert 
services   to  make  It  sUck.      Mr.   John 
Oliver,  who  In  the  House  reduced  the 
discussion   to   the   farcical   basis  of  a 
talk   against      time.    Intimated    clearly 
that  the  leader  of  thie  opposition  was 
••well  primed  at  the  outset  and  knew 
practically  all  there  was  to  tell  before 
the  Investigation  started.     How.  thei»?- 
fore,    the   public   can   be    expected    to 
accept  as  the  proper  conclusions  of  the 
committee  what  his  sole  leffort  was  to 
prove   by  strenuous   efforts   of    cross- 
examination,  we  cannot  Imagine.     No 
rea.sonable   man   could   be   brought    to 
believe  that  the  findings  of  Mr.  Mac- 
donald    werte     Impartial     findings     or 
should  have  been   the  findings  of  the 
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committee.  In  the  opinion  of  every 
fair-minded  man  the  attitude  of  Mr. 
Macdonald,  slttlngr  as  a  Judge  on  the 
'conduct  of  the  Ko\«emment  on  the 
Kalen  Island  transaction,  was  an  Im- 
proper one.  and  not  calculated  to  Im- 
preas  the  public  with  the  Justness  or 
sincerity  of  the  verdict,  which  he 
sought  to  Impose  upon  the  House. 

OVERSHOT  THE  MARK. 

In  pursuing  the  course  he  did,  the 
leader  far  overshot   the   mark.       Had 
he  nominated  two  of  his  followers  as 
members  of  the  delect  committee,  and 
himself  acted  in  the  capacity  af  coun- 
sel, without  a  retainer,  for  the  opposi- 
tion, he  would  at  least  have  presented 
a  more  consistent,  decent  front  to  the 
legisIatK-te   assembly   in  enforcing   the 
findings  of  the  minority.      In  his  pri- 
vate capacity  as  a  member  of  society 
he    may    be,  and    probably  is,   a   very 
estimable  man,  but  he  has  shown  him- 
self to  be  very  dishonest  in  his  meth- 
ods as  a  politician.      And  for  the  un- 
fortunate   position    in   which   he   finds 
himself  he  has  probably  to  thank  his 
failure    to    discriminate      between    the 
privileges  which  are  permitted  a  pro- 
fessional   man    in    making   the   wor«*> 
appear  the  better  reason,  or  in  paint- 
ing white  objects  black,   as  may  suit 
the    cause  for   which    he    stands,   and 
the  ethics  which  should  distinguish  a 
public  man  and  a  leader  in  determin- 
ing the  merits  of  a  case,  in  ascertain- 
Ings  the  rights  as  well  as  the  wrongs, 
in   doing  Justice  even  to  his  enemies, 
in    presenting    facts    In    their  proper 
perspective,    in    bearing    false    witness 
against  no  man,   in  ferreting  out  evil 
where  it  exists,  but  Imputing  neither 
wrongful     motives     nor     wrong     acts 
where  neither  are  proven. 

SUMMARY    OF   MR.    MACDONALD'S 
SHORTCOMINGS. 

Let  "us  specify,  Mr.  Macdonald  con- 
tended, that  Kaien  Island  was  not  in- 
cluded in  the  reserve.  That  was  dis- 
posed by  the  evidence  of  Mr.  W.  S. 
Gore,  who  had  full  knowledge  of  a,ll  the 
circumstances. 
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Ae  pleaded  that  South  African  T«ter< 
r.Dii  were  unjustly  dealt  with  in  being 
refused  locations,  ^ot  a  single  South 
African  volunteer  filed  in  his  own  name. 

He  claimed  that  the  government  acted 
illegally  in  disposing  if  the  Kaien  Isl- 
and lands  under  section  89  of  the  Land 
Act.  Mr.  Macdonald  will  not  find  a 
legal  HUthority  in  good  standing  who 
wiR  agree  with  him  in  his  conitmotlon 
of  the  section  in  question.  The  question 
of  whether  or  not  such  a  disposition  was 
one  of  public  advantage  is  an  entirely 
different  matter,  but  is  not  one  affecting 
the  legality  of  the  transaction.  The 
question  is  one  within  the  discretion  of 
the  government  as  a  matter  of  judg- 
ment. 

His  contention  as  to  the  transaction 
being  a  bad  bargain,  is  a  matter  for  the 
public  to  decide.  We  bave  endeavored 
to  show  that  it  is  a  very  good  bargain 
>udged  by  ordinary  canons  of  sound  pub- 
lic policy. 

Mr.  Macdonaid's  statement  that  there 
were  3,000  acres  of  government  land 
at  Fort  Simpson  available  for  townsite 
purposes,  is  disproved  by  the  fact  that, 
even  if  it  did  lie  back  from  the  water- 
front, which  is  admitted,  it  is  absolute- 
ly   worthless  for  any   purpose. 

Tlie  gratuitous  and  offensive  aeser- 
<tU  I  hat  the  government  did  not  deal 
directly  with  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific 
company,  but  with  "a  band  of  adven- 
turers (male  and  female)"  finds  its  ref- 
utation in  the  terms  of  the  order  in 
council  itself  which  names  Mr.  Bodwell 
as  the  legal  lep  »sentative  of  the  rail- 
way company,  and  the  fact  that  in  ac- 
cordance with  those  terms  the  land  was 
conveyed  to  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific 
for  $10,000. 

He  stated  explicitly  that  the  Grand 
Trunk  Pacific  was  at  liberty  to  re- 
ceive back  the  $10,000  if  it  did  not 
choose  to  select  Kaien  Island  as  the  tei-- 
minus,  whereas,  by  the  terms  of  the 
agreement,  the  government  is  the  sola 
arbiter   in    that   matter. 

He  distinctly  affirmed  that  after  the 
order  in  council  had  been  passed, 
Messrs.  Bodwell,  Larsen  and  Anderson, 


In  Montreal,  secured  an  agreement 
from  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific  for  f40,- 
000  for  the  tranafer  of  the  island.  Mr. 
Bodwell  was  not  a  party  to  that  agreed 
ment,  but  adriaed  the  Grand  Trunk  Pa- 
cific that  they  were  under  no  obliga- 
tion to  any  person  in  the  matter.  Mr. 
Lbrsen  was  not  In  Montreal  when  the 
agreement  was  signed,  Mr.  Andersj.i, 
using  Mr.  Larsen's  power  of  attorney. 
Mr.  Larsen  voluntarily  destroyed  the 
agreement  when  he  learned  of  its  ex- 
istence. 

The  »10,000  paid  to  Mr.  Anderson, 
and  the  other  interests  he  obtained  were 
in  general  settlement  between  Mr.  Lar- 
sen and  himflelf,  and  was,  in  part,  on 
account  of  services  he  rendered  in  mak- 
ing surveys  and  locating  scrip,  acquir- 
ing coal  lands,  etc.,  and  not  as  alleged 
•tlie  result    of    political    "grafting." 

Mr.  Macdonald  alleged  interviews 
between  the  Premier  and  Larsen  and 
Anderson,  which  are  not  shown  in  evi- 
dence, were  specificaJly  and  unqual- 
ifiedly denied   by  Hon.  Mr.  McBride. 

These  are  a  few  or  the  allegations 
that  were  made  on  the  floor  of  the 
House  and  were  without  warrant  or 
excuse. 


CANCELLATION  OF  THE  RESERVE 

(The  Colonist,  March  17,  1906.) 

The  illegality  of  the  transaction  where- 
i)y  Kaien  island  was  conveyed  to  the 
Grand  Trunk  Pacific  is  now  reduced  to 
the  contention  that  the  reserve  was  not 
c.incelled  according  to  law  before  the 
lands  were  granted. 

The  fact  that  the  acute  legal  mind  of 
Mr.  Macdonald  did  not  discover  this 
"flaw"  in  his  microscopic  and  exceed- 
ingly inquisitorial  examination  into  the 
details  of  the  matter  ought  to  discredit 
its  acceptance  by  those  who  champion 
his  cause.  It  ie  ti  le  that  Mr.  Job  i 
OHver  referred  to  it  in  his  "talk  against 
time."  but  Mr.  Oliver  does  not  pose  .is 
a  legal  authority,  nor  were  his  conten- 
tions throughout  more  seriously  present- 


ed   to.   than   they    were   taken   by,   the 
house. 

However,  we  may  examine  the  con- 
tention for  what  it  is  worth.  The  sec- 
tion of  the  Land  Act.  to  which  reference 
is  made,  is  as  follows: 

The  lieutenant-governor  in  council 
sliall  have  power  to  cancel  reservations 
of  land  made  for  temporary  purposes, 
but  the  order  in  council  providinlg  for 
the  cancellation  shall  not  take  effect 
until  notice  thereof  shall  have  been  pub- 
lished for  three  months  in  the  British 
Columbia  Gazette,  and  in  some  news- 
paper circulating  in  the  district  in  which 
the  lands  proposed  to  be  affected  are 
eituate." 

We  do  not  pose,  more  than  Mr.  Oliver, 
as  a  legal  authority,  but  we  see  nothing 
in  th«  above  except  as  a  direction  to  the 
chief  commissioner  how  to  proceed  when 
it  has  been  decided  to  take  a  reserve  off 
n  certain  reserved  area.  The  cancelling 
of   a   reserve  simply    has  the    effect  of 
bringing  the  land  into  the  open  market 
again,  subject  to  the  operations  of  pur- 
chase and  pre-emption.    When  the  land 
has  been  sold  and  disposed  of  by  crown 
grant  it  m  no  longer  open  to  the  pnblic, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Land  Act. 
A  reserve  placed  on  land  by  the  govern- 
ment is  a   reserve  against  the  ordinary 
operations  of  the  act  in  regard  to  sale, 
but  not  against  disposition  of  the  land 
under   section   39,  disposed   of  for    pur- 
poses of  "public  advantage."    It  would 
be  incompatible  with   the  spirit  of  the 
Land  Act  to  cancel   a   reserve  on  land 
tliat  was    not    afterwards  open  to  pre- 
emption or  sale,   as  in  this  case.     The 
creation  of  a  reserve  is  the  act  of  the 
lieutenant-governor    general    in    council, 
and   the  disposition  of  land  under  sec- 
tion 39  is  a  similar  act,  the  natural  ef- 
fect of  which  is  nullification  of  the  ra- 
serve  without  formal  proceedinge. 

Assuming,  however,  that  there  was  an 
oversight  on  tlie  part  of  the  government, 
and  that  the  land  could  not  be  sold 
while  there  was  a  reserve  on  it,  what 
is  the  legal  effect?  Does  it  invalidate 
the  crown  grant?  And  assuming  that 
it  does  invalidate  the  conveyance,  who 
is  hurt?    If  it  were  a  bad  bargain,  giv- 
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en  away  to  a  "band  of  adrentorera 
(male  and  f«inale)."  as  claimed  by  the 
worthy  gentlemen  -who  conatltute  the  op- 
poiltlon.  v.onld  It  not  be  a  blessed  out- 
oome  for  the  proTlnce  to  come  into  its 
own  again? 

Of  course,  anxiety  Is  expressed  abont 
the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific  not  being  able 
to  give  a  good  title  to  intending  pur- 
chasers,  with  the  consequence  that  end- 
less litigation  will  pnsue.  It  is  true 
the  government   need   not  worry   about 


the  troubles  of  the  railway  company, 
hut  members  of  the  opposition  and  their 
friends,  who  hare  had  their  eyes  upon 
the  railway  terminus  as  a  favorable 
point  for  speculation,  will  hesitate  about 
buying  a  lawsuit.  This  is  serious  enougli 
in  its  way,  but  it  need  not  necessarily 
occupy  too  great  a  «hare  of  the  atten- 
tion  of  his  honor  the  lieutenant-governor 
in  reviewing  the  action  of  his  minister* 
In  so  wrongfully  advising  him. 


